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Gator Fitness Center 
We have had an active third nine weeks in the Gator 
Fitness Center so far. K5 through second-grade stu-
dents started the year practicing dances from around the 
world as well as their soccer skills. They then went into 
a jumping unit where they worked on jumping for 
height, distance, and rope jumping. Third and fourth 
grade students started their year by creating their own 
Tinikiling routine from the steps they learned in class. 
Tinikiling is the national dance of the Philippines 
where people dance/jump in and out of bamboo poles 
to the beat kept by people hitting the poles together and 
on wooden blocks. All students will participate in Jump 
Rope for Heart in February. This helps them learn the 
importance of keeping hearts healthy by staying active. 
They learn that jumping rope is a great physical activity 
to maintain a healthy heart. We appreciate your dona-
tions to the American Heart Association and look for-
ward to getting new equipment in the Gator Fitness 
Center. Stay active and keep moving! 

Art News 
We have much to shout about! Our student, Faith 
Ponce, won the district-wide Holiday Card Contest this 
year! This was a first-time win for Abner Creek. Her 
painting was chosen above all the other entries to be 
printed on the holiday cards, which are sent out by Dis-
trict Five to all employees and associates. Way to go, 
Faith! The following students have artwork exhibited at 
the Chapman Cultural Center in the District Five show: 
Olivia Lee, Phoebe Ethridge, Zenobia Hall, Bella Wes-
ley, Kaitlyn Borke, Luke Rose, McKae Rice, Izzy Rini, 
Pandora Driggers, Faith Ponce, Shawna Gaspar, and 
Kiestin Jackson. This show will be up for a month. We 
also have student artwork on display in the district of-
fice. Those students are: Phoebe Ethridge, Bella Wes-
ley, McKae Rice, Jackson Blackburn, Josh McDaniel, 
Avery Roach, Elena Asaro, Michelle Gomez, Carrigan 
Ray, and Lars Seppala. We will have work displayed at 
the Fine Arts Center in March and April as part of our 
District Five elementary show and at the Chapman Cul-
tural Center in March for the Youth Art Month Show. 
Visiting artist, Marston Barnes, worked with our stu-
dents the week of January 26-30th. The boys and girls 
were excited to make something out of clay with him. 

Literary Arts 
Students in Mrs. Sherbert’s literary arts classes pre-
pared and performed some awesome skits during the 
months of November and December! Second graders 
performed the skit “In a New World” for all of the par-
ents and grandparents during our Thanksgiving celebra-
tions. Third graders pulled off “The Ugly Turkey” as 
their presentation, and the costumes and laughs were 
amazing! Fourth graders added their humor as well 
with a skit called “The Meal Must Go On.” All of the 
people in attendance seemed to really enjoy watching 
their family members on stage. It was a very exciting 
time for all! As Christmas approached shortly after, 
each grade level took on another challenging skit. Our 
fourth graders did an excellent rendition of “How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas” for our kindergarten classes. 
The younger students really enjoyed watching the old-
er, more experienced kids perform! The show ended 
with a candy cane treat for all! Third graders brought 
down the house with a new skit called “What? No San-
ta?” They had to much fun preparing this skit, and they 
were even asked to perform it for the student body. 
How cool is that? Finally, second graders brought more 
spirit to the season with “A Cowboy Christmas.” Eve-
ryone learned how to “talk like a cowpoke,” and the 
performances were fantastic! 

Spanish News 
The second semester is in full swing and we have been 
very busy in Spanish class. First grade has been learning 
to talk about the foods that they like or dislike. They 
have been participating in various activities and games 
while they talk about what they eat. We will continue 
with healthy eating and exercise. Second grade is learn-
ing adjectives to describe themselves or how they feel. 
They have been acting out the different emotions 
through charades and they are gaining confidence in us-
ing Spanish sentences. Third grade is studying the 
weather. They have discussed what the different types of 
weather are during each season. This will be reinforced 
as we continue learning how to dress for the weather. 
Fourth grade has been traveling across Ecuador by en-
joying video clips of the Galapagos Islands, the Amazon 
jungle, and cultural dances and music. They have stud-
ied the geography, tourism, and other key facts about the 
country. They will be presenting a brochure that will 
highlight why they think it would be fun to visit Ecua-
dor. 
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Music Notes Multimedia 
Great projects are being created in the media center at 
Abner Creek! We have a bunch of authors on our hands 
here at the Creek. First-grade students have been re-
searching animals in preparation for writing their own 
nonfiction books. We can’t wait to see what they pub-
lish. Fourth-grade students are also becoming experts 
through research and informational writing. They re-
searched different types of environments and will be 
publishing their own books as well. Second grade is 
working hard to prepare for our second Culture Fair 
here at Abner Creek. They have researched, typed, and 
will present what they have learned. Third-grade stu-
dents worked hard in January on their Multiplication 
Rap lip-dub videos. Stay tuned to see upcoming pro-
jects! 

From Mrs. Bralley 
Reading Interventionist 

How to Raise a Reader at Home 
(Information provided by the NEA, National Education Association, and the U.S. Dept of Education, National Center for Educational Sta-

tistics) 
 
What can you do at home to raise a child that is enthusiastic about reading and is consistent in his or her practice, especially when you are 
competing with the television, video games, computers, and other modern distractions? All these things can make it difficult for your child 
to focus on reading, but a diligent parent can make all the difference! Here are some strategies you can try at home to motivate your child to 
read: 
 
 Visit your local library, and do it often. Let your child have ownership by allowing him or her to get their own library card, and choose 

books that spark his or her interest. Also make sure to ask about story hour or other events for your child to participate in that encour-
age reading. 

 Check out local bookstores. Books or gift certificates make terrific gifts and allows your child to build his or her home library. You can 
also look for affordable books at yard sales, secondhand book stores, and library book sales. 

 Let your child see you reading, whether it is the newspaper, a magazine, or your favorite book. Encourage your entire family to read by 
having times when everyone in the family sets aside time to read together. 

 Encourage older children in your home to read to their younger brothers and sisters. This builds confidence in your older children, and 
promotes bonding between siblings. What a gift! 

 Show your child how people use the skill of reading in every facet of their lives. When you are together, read aloud street and store 
signs, maps, billboards, menus, and labels on packages.  

 Set up an area in your home where a variety of reading materials are within easy reach. In addition to reading, encourage your child to 
write by including paper, pencils, pens, and crayons in the same area. 

 Subscribe to a children’s magazine, then read it with your child when it comes in the mail. Children love to receive mail with their 
name on it! 

 Carry books to read to and with your child wherever you go — at the doctor’s office, while waiting for their soccer game to start, or 
listen to stories on audio while traveling on long car rides. 

 Encourage a love of words by playing rhyming and word games, singing silly songs, or writing poems and stories together. 
 Talk about daily activities or tell stories about your family to help your children develop their language skills. 
 According to the National Education Association, having kids read a lot is one of the crucial components of becoming a good reader. 

The U.S. Department of Education found that, generally, the more students read for fun on their own time, the higher their reading 
scores were on standardized tests. The only way to get “good” at reading is to practice, so why not start by raising readers at home? 

 
(Information provided by the NEA, National Education Association, and the U.S. Dept of Education, National Center for Educational  

Statistics) 

Exciting news! We have a new student teacher 
working in our classroom this semester! Mr. Jona-
than Baker, a students who attends North Green-
ville University, has joined our class. He has a great 
singing voice and has already presented his first 
lesson to the K5 students. Presently, the music clas-
ses are focusing on reading rhythms and pitches on 
the staff, playing instruments, and dancing! Wel-
come to ACA, Mr. Baker! In other music room 
news, we have three students who will representing 
Abner Creek in the South Carolina Honor Choir in 
Columbia in early February. Those students are: 
Cassie Cullison, Sarah Grant, and Katie Wade. 
These students were selected out of approximately 
500 applicants throughout the state. Only half of the 
applicants were selected for the choir. Congratula-
tions! 


